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A new cover in time for the new normal.
Well, we figured it was time for a change.
The staff and I have been using the same cover since our first issue in August 2014. So in the hope
that 2021 will be a less eventfull year in some respects and a more eventfull one for The Shamrock
Club we are going to a new cover for a new look in a new year, so here it is. Please let us know what
you think.

“That Was The Year That Was”.
What started out as just another ho hum year in the history of “The World” came to a crushing end
in March. The advent of the Corona Virus has turned everything on its collective head, for the club,
no St.Patrick Day events, no parades, no face to face meetings, no Christmas dinner and hence no
new 2021 Irish Man and Irish Rose. The decision to continue Pat and Tracy’s reign was, to use a
colloquialism, “a no brainer”, they now become our longest active serving Man and Rose. Hopefully,
we will be able to get rid of them both next year (LOL).
Joking apart, in the great scheme of things, our club is insignificant when weighed up against the
loss of life and the suffering that has encompassed The World in these last nine months. Hopefully
the new year will bring about an end to this pandemic and eventually our lives will be returned to
us. Here is wishing all our readers a (hopefully) safe and happy new year, thanks for reading and
your continued support.
The Editor and Staff of The Blarney.

News From Around The Groups

It is with profound sadness that The Greater La Crosse Area Shamrock Club announces the passing of
one of its former Irish Men on The Year.
Jim Finn (1997 Irish Man) passed away peacefully on January 5, 2021. Jim will always be remembered
by Irish Men of a certain age for the get togethers in his and Donna’s basement after the traditional
Irishmen’s luncheon. Surrounded by Jim’s vast collection of brewery memorabilia, cigars were smoked,
games of pool played and tall tales swapped. He will be sadly missed.
A full obituary and funeral details will be published in this Sundays (January 10) issue of the La Crosse
Tribune.

Jim Finn

From the Desk of the President (No, not that one).

Well, here is some blarney from me:
Irish Personality Test
Is the glass half full or half empty? Half full of course!
For anyone that spent the last year whining about the pandemic and not talking advantage of
opportunities, I expect the glass might have been half empty.
My year went pretty well, in spite of the pandemic. I visited five Wisconsin waterfalls that I had always
meant to visit. Toured Taliesin, and visited Witches Gulch. Did a lot of stuff outdoors including golf and
some local hikes. Burned through at least half a cord of wood using the firepit. Grilled some shrimp.
Made beer, wine and mead. Spent a lot of quality time with the love of my life.
Our Shamrock Club year was not as interesting, yet we did accomplish a number of things. We managed
to induct Patrick and Tracy Mullaney as Irishman and Irish Rose about a week before the shutdowns
started, and now we are stretching their terms into and thru 2021. So on the bright side, they will most
likely set the record for the longest serving Irishman and Irish Rose. Moreover, Tracy has had a lot of
time to plan an upcoming year of thrills and adventure.
The Shamrock Club also managed to see each other at a couple of picnics, and on Zoom calls, and many
of you kept in contact using the bubble approach. We supported charities like the Hunger Task Force
and Stepping Out in Pink, and held two successful blood drives during times when the need for blood
was critical. We challenged each other in a series of photo contests (reminder: the last of these contests
is still ongoing). Some of us learned a little Irish history through some Zoom calls with Professor Schonk,
while others independently researched Irish beer and whiskey.
There are things we would have liked to have done, and we surely missed Irishfest, but next year is
looking good.
I guess our glass is filling up, and I look forward to lifting one in your company next year.
Bill O’Driscoll
long suffering Shamrock Club President

Riverside Park Tree Trimming
and
Annual Ceremony of Remembrance

Not exactly a “Charlie Brown” Christmas tree, but it does look a bit downhearted standing there all
naked and cold. But help is on the way, that intrepid band of Shamrock Club members who braved the
elements to come out and deck the tree in all its finery. In this time of crisis, I think people will grasp at
any chance to get out and do a bit of socializing, even if it means getting up early and braving a cold
wind off the Mississippi.

The intrepid band of tree trimmers from left to right: Linda Boyle, Kathy Sexauer, Pari Sexauer, Kathleen
Ryan, Linda Pfaff, Kathy O’Driscoll and Bill O’Driscoll. Yours truly, was once again behind the camera
playing shy.

After the tree trimming, the group, joined by Mike Dively, moved to The Irish Garden, for what has
become an annual ceremony of remembrance for those members, friends and family members who
have passed away during the last year.

Kathleen Ryan, Mike Divley, Linda Boyle and Linda Pfaff
I know there is a funny comment somewhere

It's been quite a year for all of us. Early in 2020 COVID-19 put a halt to St. Patrick’s Day festivities in La
Crosse and shortly thereafter we had to cancel our 5th Annual Coulee Hoolie Ceili. The postponements
just continued as the year advanced.
We did get creative though and have found some exciting ways to stay connected and have some good
craic!
· We went virtual for our meetings, including a virtual election to bring our new board
members into the fold.
· In June, member Becky Nelson shared her children for an exciting Dance Saturday
Afternoon on Facebook.

· Our membership committee sparked a new way to connect with our Irish sister, Bantry, by
organizing a couple of Meet and Greets to give all our members a chance to connect directly
with our friends in Bantry.
· Irish Historian Ken Shonk provided an engaging virtual talk for Global Initiatives Week, 100
Years On: Commemorating the Irish Revolution.

· We mailed out packages to each of our 2020 members including a holiday newsletter, 2021
calendar (featuring a photo from Bantry taken by our very own Lynn West) and a handmade
LBFA ornament.

· We added some cheer to international students studying in La Crosse by contributing to care
packages in order to reduce stress leading up to finals.

·

And, finally, we wrapped up the year with a virtual toast at our holiday party.

It's been quite a virtual year. We hope to get to see you in person sometime in 2021! We'll certainly be
offering more Virtual Meet & Greets with our friends in Bantry for our members and the 2021 Coulee
Hoolie Ceili will be a virtual event in March. We are working hard on the details now! Watch for more!
Nollaig shona agus Athbhliain (Happy Christmas & New Year) from all of your LBFA friends!
Be well, sláinte!
Heather M. Dutcher - La Crosse-Bantry Friendship Association – President

Here is hoping that all of you had a Merry Christmas and are off to a good start to a Happy New Year! We
need to take one day at a time and be thankful for something in it!
We hope that you had the opportunity to watch the “Irish Christmas Concert” that we co-hosted with
the Association of Irish & Celtic Festivals (AICF) in December. We featured 7 bands from Ireland and were
subsidized by the Irish Embassy. It was fun putting it together and data shows that over 56,000 people
from numerous countries around the world have streamed it since it’s first showing on Facebook and
You Tube. It was cross posted by 23 other festivals along with Irish Music Magazine, Irish Embassy and
Irish Central.
Something to look forward to on February 1 will be a St. Brigid’s Day concert. Irishfest La Crosse will
again by working with the AICF to organize this concert. It will consist of cultural information about St.
Brigid and performances by all women artists. Watch for more information on our Facebook page and
website.
Hopefully by the next communication we will have some good news of more fun to come in 2021!
Slainte & Stay Safe!

December Photo Contest – Entries and Winners

As this is the last of our photo competition, I would like to thank all of you who have taken the time to
participate over the last four months. Congratulations to the winners and commiserations to all the
runners up (there were no losers only those slightly not best). Below are the entrants for this month
and, as always, the winners are announced last. As this is the final month, I have taken the liberty of
including two of my many favorite photographs, please be aware they were not included in the actual
judging. I know the board has got some form of competition in mind for 2021, details of which you
might already have received, needless to say I will be competing.
Once again thanks to all it has been great fun – Barrie.

Stephanie Hicks – “To me it shows Faolon and Gwyn's personalities and relationship”.

Don Walsh – “It is always fun to “zoom in” on people and capture them in an “unposed photo.”

This

shot is of our grandson and granddaughter sharing a special moment while playing together”.

Don Walsh – “This one is of an unusual, beautiful sky I captured while duck hunting a couple years
ago. It was not there long and I was glad to capture it and it mesmerizes me every time I look at it”.

Barrie Monks – “Our Grand-daughter Jazz, taken at a wedding; I just think you could dive into those
eyes”.

Barrie Monks – “Jazz and grandson Mason looking out over Lake Onalaska, now if only I could have
got them to hold hands, but Jazz was having none of it”.

“We were sitting in a boat in the middle of a lake
fishing, I looked up and flying to me was this
butterfly. I held up my hand and he landed! He sat
on my hand for about 40 min. and then just flew
away.”

Debi McGrury

“These are the two eagles that
sit next door. They wake us up
at 5am every morning.”

Pari Sexauer – Kathy at the Head of the Rock lookout on Hwy 12 near Escalante, Utah.

Pari Sexauer – Unique architecture at the Jameson Distillery, Midleton, County Cork

Lynn West – Celebrating her
Grandmother, “a strong, wonderful
lady”.

Kathy O’Driscoll – Our Club’s
Christmas Tree with the new
bandshell in the background.

Bill O’Driscoll – World travelers Kathy and Bill were on a bus in Cairo, Egypt when they
spotted these dogs taking a nap in the sunshine. As for the photo below, Bill thinks this was
taken in Budapest, and who doesn’t take photos of their food.

Mary Tracy Erickson – More well-travelled
club members, Mary’s photo on the left was
taken in Key West, Florida while the photograph
below was taken in the Tivoli Gardens in
Copenhagen, Sweden.

Kathy Sexauer - A tree at the bottom of Bryce
Canyon. “Utah is such a spectacular place it was
hard to choose a photo!”

Kathy Sexauer – Navajo Bridge,
Arizona.

Linda Pfaff – “I took this picture above while hiking in the Gougane Barra area in Ballingeary, Co
Cork! Not only was the stream beautiful to walk along but I swear there was a leprechaun tune coming
from it as it rolled along over the rocks”, the one below is of a recent Gulf Coast sunset.

Stephanie O’Driscoll –
“The day I finally got to
hold my son. (He was 6
days old).”

Another beautiful sunset above, this one from Jeanine Nolan and was taken in Puerto Vallarta and
just to rub it in a toast at sunset, below.

And finally, two taken by Tracy Mullaney
with no need from me to add where they
were taken

Final Photo Contest
Winners
December 2020
Drum roll, please, the winners of the
December photo contest with a prize of $100
each are:
Mary Tracy Erickson for her photograph of
the Flyboarder
And
Kathy Sexauer for her photograph on the
lonely tree.
Congratulations to both our winners, the
checks will be in the mail shortly, please
spend foolishly.

Our New Bandshell
Although The Greater La Crosse Area Shamrock Club has had no direct involvement with the rebuilding
of the bandstand and the installation of the shell, many of our members have taken part in the original
planning or contributed to its completion in one form or another, so I thought I would write a short
history of the structure. All the facts in this article have been drawn from many sources such as
Facebook, Wikipedia, The La Crosse Library and so on, hopefully you will find it entertaining and maybe
a tad bit educational.

While there has been a bandshell standing in
La Crosse for over a hundred years, the
original wooden bandshell built in 1905 was
located in Myrick Park, the structure in
Riverside Park did not come along until much
later.

Myrick Park Bandshell (date unknown)
Originally built as a speaker’s podium, construction of the current structure began with the laying of its
corner stone on June 1, 1930. Funding was by private donations, with the largest donation of $25,000
coming from the three sons of Dr. Wendell A. Anderson, after whom the structure is named. Dr
Anderson was twice mayor of La Crosse and founder of the La Crosse park system.
The original design was by
Otto A. Merman and was
constructed by Theodore
Molzahn, a local contractor, it
was dedicated on September
14, 1930. During the
dedication, Rudolph Kreutz, a
local theater orchestra leader,
organized a group of
musicians to play at what was
to become the first concert
given in the new structure.

A drawing of the original design clearly showing the speaker’s podium

In 1962, 1978 and 1986 the structure underwent renovation but nothing to compare with the latest
version when it truly became, by definition, a bandshell.
As early as 2013 money was allocated for the right plan and many suggestions were made as to what to
do with the decaying structure including total rebuild, dismantling and rebuilding it in another location
or even doing away with it entirely. The final decision came to fruition in 2017 when plans to renovate
the band stand were approved. The new plans called for keeping much of the original design and stone
materials while integrating a new stage and handicap access. The City allocated $1.14 million for this.
Once the go ahead was given, a group, The Band Shell Consortium was formed. This group comprised of
users and supporters of the band stage and was led by Dave Clements, Pat Stephens and Terry Bauer.
The groups aim was to raise funds to add an acoustical shell to the bandstand which would improve
acoustics and provide shelter for the musicians. No public funds would be used for the installation of
the shell.

Original concept drawing by Roald Gundersen the shells designer.
Preliminary approval for the design was given by the Park Board in August 2018 with final approval given
in January 2019. Initial construction began in May 2019 and was completed in October of this year.
Unfortunately, due to the current Covid crisis, no concerts have been performed on stage but Riverside
Park and the city of La Crosse have a beautiful venue which will be the home of many events in the
future.

A photograph of our new bandshell taken by Pari Sexauer during a recent visit to Riverside Park

Birthdays

Ann Fahey

1-Jan

Soren Chapman

1-Feb

Zac Meyer

1-Mar

Liam Burns

3-Jan

Barb Baroni

3-Feb

Dawn Lesch

3-Mar

Christopher Streeton

3-Jan

Kaitlyn Lance

4-Feb

Barrie Monks

6-Mar

Tim Sprester

5-Jan

Geoffrey Harris

7-Feb

Joanna Streeton

9-Mar

Stephanie O'Driscoll

9-Jan

James Daly

10-Feb

Maureen Schwartz

11-Mar

Daron Householder

9-Jan

Dave Wilhelm

11-Feb

Myra Kunert

13-Mar

Connie Sprester

12-Jan

Shelli Kult

17-Feb

Rod Smith

14-Mar

Barb Schulka

14-Jan

Tom O'Brien

18-Feb

Tom Peterson

15-Mar

Sharon Rohrer

15-Jan

Jerry Greider

21-Feb

Dianne O'Brien

16-Mar

Sue Miller

17-Jan

Linda Boyle

23-Feb

Patrick Mullaney

17-Mar

Pat Houlihan

19-Jan

Becky Zentner

24-Feb

Lisa Merchel

19-Mar

Joanne Stephens

19-Jan

Eileen Walsh Doyle

25-Feb

Hazel Desmond

23-Mar

Doug Billings

23-Jan

Kathy Spelker

28-Feb

Kathy Sexauer

27-Mar

Debbie Burns

31-Jan

Colin Smith

31-Mar

irishroz_2000@yahoo.com

Up-Coming Events
Due to the current restrictions, any additional information concerning meetings,
event, etc. will be sent out to club members via e-mail.

Announcements
Double Congratulations to Debbie Kroner

Double congratulations go out to our own Debbie Kroner for receiving the “Outstanding Professional
Fundraiser 2020” award presented by the Association of Professional Fundraisers on National
Philanthropy Day, and announcing her January 2021 retirement from Gundersen Lutheran Medical
Foundation for whom she joined in 2002.
National Philanthropy Day is a special day set aside to promote philanthropy and recognize, individuals,
corporations and businesses that are inspiring change through their significant impact on non-profit
organizations in our local communities. Her work for the Children’s Miracle Network to provide funds
for assisting local children and their families and, since 2007, raising millions of dollars for breast cancer
research through the “Steppin Out In Pink” campaign make her an obvious candidate for the award.
Now, she can rest on her laurels and enjoy a long and happy retirement with her husband Jim.

Jane Brannan honored for her career of service
What follows is an article from the UW La Crosse “Campus Connection”.
Jane Brannan is being honored for serving her country and community through the Habitat for Humanity
of Wisconsin’s “Her Story” project.
Brannan, the veteran’s education benefits coordinator at UWL, is responsible for helping veterans and
their families transition from military life to university life. She assists veterans with applications,
transferring military credits and signing up for military education benefits.
Habitat’s “Her Story” project is a statewide effort to honor and highlight Wisconsin women who have
served in our nation’s armed forces.
“Throughout the years, I had the opportunity to work in different areas of the United States and
overseas,” says Brannan, who rose to the rank of Lt. Col. “I also got to work with some really amazing
and talented people. I really enjoyed that sense of teamwork, being a part of something much bigger
than myself.”
Brannan served in Afghanistan in 2010 and 2011, as part of the U.S. Army’s communications unit. Her
team was responsible for integrating communications between the United States and its NATO partners.
When she left the military after 27 years of service, she went through a lot of adaptations on her
journey back into civilian life. She recalls responding to her boss’ emails with military slang such as
“wilco” — which means “got it” or “will do” — but her supervisors weren’t familiar with that vocabulary.
Brannan also missed the opportunity to serve others. She began to volunteer for Habitat for Humanity
after seeing an ad for Neighbors Day, a program in which volunteers work with their neighbors to do
yard work for elderly and disabled community members.
“I’m grateful that I had the opportunity to serve (in the military) for that long,” Brannan notes. “But I can
also continue to serve the community. I can help students at our university, and through Habitat for
Humanity, I can help individuals find safe and affordable housing. That means a lot to me.”
Brannan has participated in three Veterans Builds and Neighbors Days, and she’s proud of the way she
has used her skills to uplift her community. She says her time serving Habitat for Humanity embodies
exactly what she loves most about the Army: camaraderie among peers working together for the
common good.

Current Board Members
President – Bill O’Driscoll
Vice President – Char Barton
Secretary – Debbie McGrury
Treasureer – Liz Oelke
Parliamentarian – Luke Seielstad
Sargent At Arms – Kathleen Ryan
Membership Chair – Linda Pfaff
Past President – Patrick Mullaney
One Year Trustee – Stephanie O’Driscoll
One Year Trustee – Finnian Cullen
Two Year Trustee – Jess Bumgarner
Two Year Trustee – Ann Nolan
Three Year Trustee – Lynn West

In an effort to keep The Blarney topical and entertaining, I would greatly appreciate some
feedback as to what you, our members and readers, would like to see more of, less of or
suggestions for new items in upcoming editions. Please e-mail your suggestions or comments to
laxblarney@gmail.com
Thank You

The Board of The Greater La Crosse Area Shamrock Club would encourage our members to
frequent the establishments below, each of which has contributed in some way towards club
activities.
Thank You.

Shamrock Club of La Crosse

