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2020 – 2022 Irish Rose & Irish Man
Tracy and Patrick Mullaney

Congratulations to our Irish Rose and Irish Man, who finally got their day in the sun. Last years St.
Patrick’s Day parade was the first parade to be cancelled due to the pandemic, but this year it was the
first to be reinstated due to a relaxation of CDC guidelines.

BREAKING NEWS - CHECK INSIDE FOR LATEST UPDATE ON IRISHFEST 2021
(SEE PAGE 10)
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News From Around The Groups

Marian R. Schnell 1926-2021
It is with very deep regret that the Shamrock Club announces the passing of one of its Irish Rose’s.
Marian joined the club in 1990 and was crowned Irish Rose in 1994.

A photograph of Marian taken on March 12. 1994 when she was crowned Irish Rose.
Private services will be held with burial in Oak Grove Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials should be
made in her name to the Carroll Heights Nutrition Program, or to a charity of your choice.
2

2021 St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Kathy O’Driscoll (Left and Debi McGrury lead off the Shamrock Club contingent taking part in this years
parade.
Unfortunately, the relaxation of the CDC guidelines were not enough to allow the annual St. Patrick’s
Day Bus Tour to local schools and care facilities, which was once again cancelled. Fingers crossed for
next year.

The Honor Guard leading off this year’s parade.
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Another one of those photographs
that require a funny caption, I will
leave it up to you to think of one.

Rumor has it that this is Tom
Nolan.

Getting ready for the off.
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March Blood Drive
On what turned out to be a bad weather day in our area The Greater La Crosse Area Shamrock Club held
its third “Blood Drive”. In total thirteen, whole blood donations were made which will potentially make
up thirty nine blood products and a further seven, dual red donors contributed enough to make up a
further fourteen products making a grand total of fifty three courtesy of the club.

Above, Linda Boyle and Patty Mohr register donors,
while on the left Kathy Spelker give up some of the
red stuff.

Many thanks to Kathy O’Driscoll for these
photographs.

5

From the Desk of the President
In a sign of a return to some form of normalcy and in accordance with current CDC guidelines, we will be
resuming our monthly Shamrock Club meetings in April. The first two scheduled meetings will be held
outdoors. Details of the April meeting are as follows:
Wednesday, April 21, 6 PM to be held at the Onalaska Lions Shelter immediately north of the
Community Center at Quincy & 6th and (for GPS purposes) across the street from 812 Sixth Avenue
North, Onalaska, WI. Bring everything you need for yourself (chairs, drinks, food, etc.). We will meet
near an open sided rain shelter that is rarely ever used; picnic tables are available.
Details of subsequent meeting will be sent out via e-mail.

Below is a list of upcoming events our current Irish Man and Irish Rose submitted which they
would like to attend. It should be noted that this list is subject to the actual event being held.
Information on these events as well as other club activities will be e-mailed to members as it is
received.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

May 15 - Spring Grove Syttende Mai Parade noon
May 16 - Westby Syttende Mai Parade
May 31 - La Crosse Memorial Day Parade
June 5 - June Dairy Days Parade noon car show Sunday 6/6
July 3 - All Festival @ Riverfest
July 11 - Trempealeau Catfish Days Sunday Parade 2:00 Car Show
Aug 13-14-15 Irishfest
Aug 21 - Kornfest Parade/22 Sunday Car Show
September 11 - Steppin Out in Pink
Sept 19 - Applefest Parade
September 26 - Warrens Cranberry Parade 2pm
Sept 29 - Oktoberfest Dinner
Sept 30 - Torchlight Parade
Oct 3 - Oktoberfest Maple Leaf Parade

Along with these I think we will also add an Irish Jig to their schedule on November 13. I will
also be proposing a September Shamrock Club pizza cruise at our Board meeting on April 5, and
that we add a Christmas dinner to our schedule.
Bill O'Driscoll
President
The Greater La Crosse Area Shamrock Club
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JD Oelke Memorial Foundation
Several years ago, a golf outing was organized to honor our good friend, JD Oelke. It was a great
success and turned into the annual Coulee Celtic Cup outing. As a result, a nonprofit, charitable
oversight group was formed, the JD Oelke Memorial Foundation. The foundation consists of
representatives from each of our 3 Irish organizations, an at-large member, and a representative
from the Oelke family. We had hoped to hold the Coulee Celtic Cup in 2020 but it just was not
possible with pandemic conditions. For 2021, no decision has yet been made, but we are very
hopeful that the golf outing will be possible. Drugan’s Castle Mound has been tentatively
reserved for Sunday, September 12, 2021, so save the date. We will be looking for volunteers to
help organize and work the outing.
If anyone is aware of a person/family from our Irish community who is in dire need due to
extenuating circumstances, please let us know. Board members include Luke Seielstad, Liz
Oelke, Linda Pfaff, Linda Boyle, and Kathleen Ryan.

Irish Gaelic Language Class
Dia dhuit! Hello!
If you are interested in learning some Irish language, there is a group in Madison who hope to start a
beginning level class this spring. Classes would be held over Zoom and are free. They are looking at
starting in May or June. If you are interested, email Becky Shields at: rashields@wisc.edu
Their Gaelic learner group has a website and Facebook page if you would like to check them out:
http://ciorcalnacuinge.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4080870445265947
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Last month we voted in our new board members. Thank you to our outgoing trustees, Mary M. and
Becky N. Welcome to our incoming trustees, Marcia E. and Nancy W. In addition, Kathleen R. was voted
in for another term as treasurer… thank you!
LBFA had a nice showing for the parade! Far more than the three people minimum we were looking for
to say “yes” to participating. Fun was had by all!
March 2021 brought about the first ever Virtual Coulee Hoolie Ceili (VCHC) for the La Crosse-Bantry
Friendship Association. The online event included music, dance, storytelling, food demos and an online
auction. At a typical, in-person, Hoolie Coulee Ceili we would raise money through ticket and food sales
as well as the silent auction. Due to the changes this year the auction was our only source of income.
We are happy to report that the income at this auction was comparable to what we brought in at the
2019 auction. We’ll have more final numbers later this month. Anyone who missed the 2021 VCHC can
still check most of it out at lacrossebantry.org/chc.
We do ask that you consider giving some extra business to our sponsors for the event. Be sure to tell
them thanks for their contribution while you are there. Also tell the many fine people who contributed
their time and talents to the event a big thank you as well!
I would also like to say a HUGE thank you to the hardworking committee members who made this
virtual event happen. We really couldn’t have done it without their help: Tracy M., Lorie P, Linda P, Lynn
W… thank you all so much! We also have a number of other LBFA members who helped make it
happen! Thank you all!
Earrach sona! Happy spring!
~Heather Dutcher
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Britney Heineman and Ryan Little hold the La Crosse Bantry Friendship Association banner announcing
the upcoming Coulee Hoolie Ceili.
As well as being an expert banner holder, Britany is also the club Secretary.
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Greetings all!
The board of Irishfest met April 1 to discuss options for the festival for 2021 and we are
thrilled to announce that the decision has been made to go ahead with planning for the
fest August 13-15, 2021! This, of course, is pending approval from the City of La Crosse
and the La Crosse County Health Department.
There was much discussion, both pros and cons of holding a festival this year. There
will be many issues to further discuss and precautions to be taken. In addition to the
COVID concerns with social distancing, masking, cleaning protocols, etc., one of our
major concerns is whether we will have enough volunteers willing to work at Irishfest
this year. We are hoping that all of you will help us and work a shift or 2. We can’t hold
the festival without our volunteers! All volunteers this year will be required to sign up
online. Watch for the signup notice. There will be changes with the fest, but we can’t
even start to know what they will all be. Tickets will be available online at a later date
and entertainers will be announced later in the spring. Watch our Facebook page and
website for many updates to come.
We are also happy that we were able to bring back the St. Patrick’s Day Parade for
2021. The weather cooperated and we had over 30 entries in the parade. Many thanks
to all the volunteers who made the parade possible and especially to Tracy & Pat
Mullaney, who organized the parade this year.
Slainte & Stay Safe!
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A Blast From The Past
The March 1994 La Crosse Tribune article announcing the 1994 Irish Rose and irish Man.
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Welcome New members
The Board Members of the Greater
La Crosse Area Shamrock Club would like to welcome the following new and returning members:
Lynn and Brad Sturm
We encourage you to attend our meetings, become involved and above all have fun.
If you would like to celebrate an event with us please send an e-mail to laxblarney@gmail.com

Birthdays

Chad Tamke

1-Apr

Emily Kernin

2-May

Luke Seielstad

2-Jun

Rhiley Ashmore
Don Walsh

2-Apr
3-Apr

Mike Baroni
Barbara Smith

3-May
5-May

Brad Workman
Angela O'Flaherty

4-Jun
5-Jun

Jim Kroner
Justin O'Driscoll
Mike Diveley
Jeanne Pavela
Dennis O'Brein
William O'Driscoll
Katie Drury

6-Apr
7-Apr
11-Apr
11-Apr
11-Apr
12-Apr
16-Apr

Char Barton
Jerry Sheehan
Dianne Palm
Maureen Bolard-Nebeck
Marleen Venner
Russ Stockel
Linda Pfaff

6-May
7-May
9-May
12-May
12-May
14-May
17-May

Tom Burns
Justin Drury
Sharon Candahl
Kyle Humfeld
Mike Burns
Tim Gillespie
Jane Brannan

7-Jun
9-Jun
11-Jun
14-Jun
19-Jun
20-Jun
21-Jun

Dave Burgess
Becky Wilhelm

21-Apr
24-Apr

Erin Liss
Mary Erickson

23-May
25-May

Jean Burgess
Audrey Kader

23-Jun
26-Jun

Linda Hoehn

30-Apr

Mary Monks
Dennis O'Brien

26-May
26-May

Jennifer Bailey

28-Jun

Ron Smith

29-May

irishroz_2000@yahoo.com
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Up-Coming Events
Regular meetings will resume outdoors and in compliance with CDC guidance. Bring
everything you need for yourself. Location will be selected so that there is an open sided rain
shelter nearby.
Monday, April 5, 6:30PM Shamrock Club Board meeting, using Google Meet.
Wednesday, April 21, 6 PM Regular meeting - location TBD.
Wednesday, May 19, 6 PM Regular meeting - location TBD.
Friday, September 17, Shamrock Club Blood Drive, 11AM-4PM at Onalaska Public Library
Further information on all events will be sent out via E-Mail.

Announcements
Belated congratulations to club members Christopher and Joanna Streeton on the birth of their
son Cillian James Streeton (pronounced Killian).

Special Thanks
I would like to send out special thanks to all those who have contributed to issues of The Blarney during
the past year both in supplying photographs from events which I could not attend or giving updates on
various other groups they are involved in. Hopefully with the relaxation of some of the restraints placed
on us by Covid 19 we wil be able to fill the next issue with events that will take place.
Also a special thanks to my editor, she who checks all issues for the inevitable grammar and spelling
mistakes that I make, her job is never ending. Thanks Mary.
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Current Board Members
President – Bill O’Driscoll
Vice President – Char Barton
Secretary – Debbie McGrury
Treasureer – Liz Oelke
Parliamentarian – Luke Seielstad
Sargent At Arms – Kathleen Ryan
Membership Chair – Linda Pfaff
Past President – Patrick Mullaney
One Year Trustee – Stephanie O’Driscoll
One Year Trustee – Finnian Cullen
Two Year Trustee – Jess Bumgarner
Two Year Trustee – Ann Nolan
Three Year Trustee – Lynn West

In an effort to keep The Blarney topical and entertaining, I would greatly appreciate some
feedback as to what you, our members and readers, would like to see more of, less of or
suggestions for new items in upcoming editions. Please e-mail your suggestions or comments to
laxblarney@gmail.com
Thank You

The Board of The Greater La Crosse Area Shamrock Club would encourage our members to
frequent the establishments below, each of which has contributed in some way towards club
activities.
Thank You.

Shamrock Club of La Crosse
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