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News From Around The Groups

La Crosse Hunger Task Force Donation
In light of the Covid 19 virus and our (Wisconsin) Governors “Safer at Home” order, the months since our last get
together have been minimal to say the least. One event of note which did take place was the presentation of a
check for $2,000 to the La Crosse Hunger Task Force which was made possible due to the phenominal success of
our St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, alomg with all its associated events.

The presentation of the check was made, adhearing to social distancing, by our 2020 Irish Rose, Tracy Mullaney
and her Irish Man, Pat Mullaney. Shelly Fortner of The Hunger Task Force was there to receive the check. Also
present were news crews from WXOW, Channel 19 and WKBT, Channel 8 to film the event for their respective
news segments.

2020 Shamrock Club Board Election
It goes without saying the athe functions of our club have been disrupted by the virus, but due to modern
technoligy, certain events were able to be performed, amongst them were the 2020 Election of Officers, which
took place electronically. The outcome of the election is as follows:
President – Bill O’Driscoll
Vice President – Char Barton
Secretary – Debbie McGrury
Treasurer – Liz Oelke
Parliamentarian – Luke Seielstad
Sargent At Arms – Kathleen Ryan
Membership Chair – Linda Pfaff
Past President – Patrick Mullaney
One Year Trustee – Stephanie O’Driscoll
One Year Trustee – Finnian Cullen
Two Year Trustee – Jess Bumgarner
Two Year Trustee – Ann Nolan
Three Year Trustee – Lyne West

Board Meetings – The New Normal
Like many other organisations, both big and small, and worldwide, The Greater La Crosse Area Shamrock Club
had to find a method for continuing its meetings during the current pandemic. While the majority of events in
the period beginning in March and lasting until at least September have been cancelled or posponed, there were
certain functions which had to be performed, amongst them Board Meetings. Board Meetings were held in
April and May using ZOOM.

As a reminder to all, Board Meetings are open to all members for their input, but they cannot vote on any
motion made during the meeting. Look out for e-mails from our president detailing meetings and any
information required to join the meeting using ZOOM.

Second Shamrock Club Blood Drive

One event that is still on our calendar (fingers crossed) is the clubs second blood drive. The drive is scheduled to
take place on September 18 at the Onalaska Public Library between 11am and 4pm. At the time of this issue
being sent out, September 18 is still on both the Blood Center of Wisconsin and Onalaska Library schedules. The
theme of the drive will be “Half Way To St. Patrick’s Day”, updates will be sent out by e-mail.

Five Questions
In an effort to flesh out this issue, I came up with the idea of asking a number of members five questions about
their experiences with our club, unfortunately I probably came up with the idea too late for some people to
respond prior to our issue date, but below are the questions I asked and the responses from those members
who answered.
1 When did you join the club and why?
2. What was your first memory after joining?
3. Most memorable moment since joining?
4. Most colorful member you have met in the club and why?
5. Best reason for being in the club.

Rick Pervisky
1. When did you join the club and why?
I Joined in 1986
2. What was your first memory after joining?
I went on bus tour in 1986 and took my guitar. This year is first in 34 years I didn't make tour. It was
heartbreaking not to go to the schools and nursing homes as I wait all year to do it.
3. Most memorable moment since joining?
Most moving thing ever in 34 years of Club were St Pats school kids singing Danny Boy to us on St Patrick’s
Day visit, the TV interviewed me as I left the stage and all I could do was cry.
4. Most colorful member you have met in the club and why?
Most interesting Club person ever, Kevin Griffin. He was larger than life. Actor, comedian, entertainer and a
deep love of Guinness.
5. Best reason for being in the club.
The Shamrock Club brings Ireland to my heart.

Kathleen Ryan
1. When did you join the club and why?
I joined Shamrock Club in the spring of 2011 when I relocated to La Crosse. Being of Irish descent, I have
always been interested in Irish culture, history & music. Shamrock Clubs were never close enough to where I
lived, so moving to La Crosse was my opportunity to join Shamrock Club and meet local people.
2. What was your first memory after joining?
This memory was actually my 1st contact with the club, but prior to actually joining. It was my 1st St. Patrick’s
Day in La Crosse, so I came out to watch the parade (and freeze). Everyone in the parade appeared to be
having a grand time, even though it was cold and windy! I went to the social out at the golf course and being
new to La Crosse didn’t know a soul. A lovely lady invited me to sit with her and her family. She talked about
Shamrock Club, invited me to join and made me feel welcome. That was my introduction to the welcoming
Mary Monks and the club!
3. Most memorable moment since joining?
Although I have had a multitude of memorable times with the group – dinners, parades, bus trips and social
gatherings, definitely the most memorable was the honor of being chosen as the 2014 Irish Rose. My Irish
Man, Mark Barton, and I had a fantastic year with all of the parades and events!

4. Most colorful member you have met in the club and why?
The person that first came to mind when I read this question unfortunately is no longer with us – JD Oelke.
The “why” needs little explanation but here are some of my reasons: JD was always willing to step up and
help out or volunteer for a job, his jokes and stories always entertained, his family was of utmost importance
to him, but I most remember the many times after a meeting or event when we would just sit, chat and have
a pint (or 2….) of the “black stuff”! Slainte JD!
5. Best reason for being in the club.
Craic! Friendship! A sense of belonging!

Linda Pfaff
1. When did you join the club and why?
I joined in 1991. The membership was a gift from a friend on mine and my daughter, Emily's, on our return
from living there while doing my internship at the National Museum of Ireland in Dublin.
2. What was your first memory after joining?
First memory? THAT was 29 years ago :-). Straining my memory cells, it probably was the first meeting
attended but I can't tell you exactly where since there was not a dedicated place to meet back then - thinking
it may have been at Sullivan's in Trempealeau. We also met at a member's place sometimes. All I know is that
I met some wonderful people, some sadly gone now, who welcomed Emily (10) & I so warmly and became
dear life-long friends\'family'. Emily loved that she gained some additional 'aunts & uncles'!! Patsy Venner
became my Irish 'sister' and 'aunt' to Emily. She, with husband, Don, traveled with me and Emily to Ireland &
and did Tommy Makem's 'Haunted Tour of Ireland' for Emily's HS graduation gift. In fact, Don likes to brag
that he bought Emily her first legal drink at the Shannon airport!! I, with Patsy & Don, also took two Irish
Festival Cruises down in the Caribbean and trips to Milwaukee and Chicago for their Irish festivals.
3. Most memorable moment since joining?
I suppose that may have been when I became Irish Rose in 1997 at the March dinner, I introduced my family
at the 'protestant table. Sadly my dad couldn't be there as he had passed the month before. Another
moment stands out when, at an earlier Irishfest, and myself being the Membership Chair, I visited with Liam
Clancy and he became an Honorary Member of the La Crosse Area Shamrock Club. For a while we had an
international membership roster!
4. Most colorful member you have met and why?
Oh my goodness, the MOST colorful? SEVERAL to choose from but I know that JD Oelke was one of them. He
was one of the least shyest and one of the most gregarious of Shamrock Club members, always greeted you
in a most enthusiastic style. There was also this English guy (with Irish DNA) married to a Dublin/Manchester
girl...;-)
5. Best reason for being in the club?
Camaraderie and MUTUAL LOVE for Ireland and Irish spirit! Shamrock Club, for so many, becomes your
'other family'. As membership chair for so many years, my favorite thing to do is offer people the
OPPORTUNITY to share in all this fun with many wonderful people with a shared interest.

Many thanks to Rick, Kathleen and Linda for taking the time to fill out the questionnaire.

Things have been pretty quiet for the La Crosse-Bantry Friendship Association as they have with everyone else.
Our 5th annual Coulie Hoolie Ceili had to be cancelled at the last minute as has everything else since then. We
are spending our quarantine time focusing on our committees and what we can do to prep for a glorious 2021
(hopefully). Plans are underway for next year’s Hoolie, our new membership committee is making plans to
brighten up membership and we are taking steps to bring our group into a technological era.
We did hold voting online in March for board members and we’d like to welcome Mark Barton and Susie Schock
as our newest Trustees and Linda Pfaff as our new Vice-President and Britney Heineman has been re-elected as
Secretary.
Complete list of Current LBFA Board Members
 President: Heather Dutcher
 Vice-president: Linda Pfaff
 Secretary: Britney Heineman
 Treasurer: Kathleen Ryan
 Trustees: Mark Barton, Mary Monks, Rebecca Nelson, Susie Schock
Please help us to welcome these new board members.
Parker and Chloe, LBFA member Rebecca N’s children did a Facebook live Dance Recital for us last Saturday. If
you missed it, you can still enjoy it on our Facebook page at Irish Dance Saturday Afternoon 6/27/2020. We
plan to do more of these events in the future.

Our next meeting will be in July, likely it will be online, but that remains to be determined. Details on how to
attend the meeting can be found on our calendar.
Be well, sláinte!
Heather M. Dutche

Steppin Out In Pink – Linda Pfaff, Team Captain
More details will be forthcoming as they are released. My hope is that additional Shamrock Club members and
their friends to join our team. Walkers do not have to belong to the La Crosse Area Shamrock Club but want to
join us in raising funds for help and research in the battle against the damnable disease of cancer. Below is a
message from the ‘Steppin Out In Pink’ GL team regarding the new rules for this year’s event:
Steppin’ Out in Pink is going virtual!
The safety of our community is a top priority. In light of the health safety recommendation for La
Crosse, we are excited to deliver our annual Steppin’ Out in Pink as a virtual event! We can’t
physically be together, but we can still take steps and log our miles for breast cancer
research. Steppin’ Out in Pink wants to take this opportunity to invite runners, walkers, cyclists…
everyone to join us in 2020!
The event may look different this year but the mission remains the same.
Help us honor our survivors and support local breast cancer research!
Visit the Event Tab at www.steppinoutinpink.org for more information on the event details!
If you are already registered for our 2020 Steppin' Out in Pink event, we thank you and can't wait to
see pictures of you rocking your t-shirt!
We are extra grateful for your support this year.
Sending everyone a virtual hug.
-The Gundersen Lutheran SOIP Team
Last year, the Shamrockers team had a record year – we had 23 walkers and raised $4,000 over the goal of
$1,500 for a total of $5,500! Our team, individual walkers and donors from our team received awards and
recognition. This year, the goal is 30 walkers and $3,000 and, like last year, I hope we can go above both and
with the help of Shamrock Club members, we can do it! Sponsor the team, sponsor an individual, or walk and
have your friends and family sponsor you with donations.

Sign-up is the same as last year. Look for the Shamrockers Team at www.steppinoutinpink.org and sign up
under the team. Right now, there is a $15 registration fee/donation which also gives you a shirt for the
walk. After June 30th, the cost will go up to $20. Those bringing in $100 in donations/sponsorships will receive
a SOIP Pink Fanny Pack. Those raising $150 will receive a SOIP Car Shade AND Fanny Pack. Encourage your
friends and family to be part of the solution by donating or sponsoring you.
If you have any questions, you can go to their website, www.steppinoutinpink.org, call them with number on
the website or contact me either at 608-792-8924 (text or call) or at irishroz_2000@yahoo.com.
For those members who supported our team of walkers last year, thank you… and thank you to all members for
your consideration this year! Help be part of the solution in the fight against breast and all cancers.
Thank you for your consideration of support! Team Captain Linda Pfaff

Photos from past walks.

It was with great disappointment that we had to make the decision to cancel the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Shane
Hennessy concert and Irishfest for 2020! With COVID-19 rearing it’s ugly head early this year, we really had little
choice to cancel the events as we needed to keep everyone’s safety in mind. Too bad St. Patrick isn’t here to
chase the virus out of the world! I don’t mean to make light of the virus, it is extremely serious and we need to
take the recommended precautions if we want to beat it: wear a mask, keep your distance and wash! But we do
need to keep our sense of humor intact or I feel that we’ll sink into the deep. So on to fun in 2021!
We are not alone with having to cancel – almost every other Irishfest in the whole country has canceled their
festival, some will be hold virtual events, others have been sponsoring bands virtually throughout the past
months. Keep an eye on our Irishfest La Crosse Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/IrishfestLax/ for
notifications of various virtual concerts and events that are happening.
We do have one listening event planned. Irishfest La Crosse is a member of the Association of Irish & Celtic
Festivals. Through the AICF, Michigan Irish Music Festival has offered other festivals a day on their “Sounds Like
Ireland” weekly radio show. MIMF has been sponsoring this weekly Irish music radio program for several years
on Muskegon’s 100.9 FM. On Thursday, August 6, the focus of “Sounds Like Ireland” will be our festival. The
program can be streamed live every Thursday, 4-6 pm: http://www.muskegonradio.com (click on the “listen live”
from their menu). Their playlist will include music from the bands who were scheduled to perform at Irishfest
this year. There may also be interviews with local organizers. Also “Like” “Sounds Like Ireland” on FB,
https://www.facebook.com/soundslikeireland/ for updates on their show and specials with other festivals.
Please put this date on your calendar and watch Facebook for more info and updates.
If you are interested, below are some of the online shows from bands that have played Irishfest that I have been
watching/listening to (all on Facebook, some on Instagram also):
We Banjo 3 – Mondays at noon and Thursdays at 7 pm. Watch for info on Banjoland!
Seo Linn – Kevin Shortall on Tuesdays at 2 pm , Daithi O Ruaidh on Thursdays at 2 , and Stiofan O Fearail on
Fridays at 2 pm.
Skerryvore – Alec Daglish’s Friday Night Lockdown, 2 pm (remember it’s 6 hours ahead in Ireland so it’s 8 pm for
Alec); Martin Gillespie on most Saturdays at noon, concocting crazy cocktails, plus a few tunes.
Gaelic Storm – Fridays at 5 pm
Scythian – various “Quaranstream” concerts, check their FB page for dates
Here’s a tune from We Banjo 3 that always makes me smile: https://youtu.be/zazrDVeczbA
Slainte & Stay Safe!
Kathleen

The rise, fall and resurrection of Irish Whiskey
The history of distilling spirits in Ireland has been one fraught with many ups and downs, In 1780 there were
1,228 distilleries registered in Ireland, by 1887 there were only 28 in operation and from the mid 1970’s until
1987 there was only two. Since then the Irish Whiskey industry has seen a renaissance. According to the Irish
Whiskey Association, as of June 2019, there are 25 whiskey distilleries in operation in Ireland. However, many of
these are recently established and have not yet aged their own spirits for sale as whiskey and a further twentyfour distilleries are either planned or in development across Ireland.
The reasons behind the collapse of the Irish whiskey industry are many and varied, ranging from its own inability
to adapt, the Irish War of Independence and various brushes with temperance both in Ireland and overseas.
Irish whiskey was one of the earliest distilled drinks in Europe and rose to being the most popular spirit in the
world. It is thought that the Irish started distilling spirits in the 12th century using a technique similar to one
used in Europe in 1000 AD to manufacture perfume. This form of whiskey was unlike the current form of the
drink in that it was not aged and was often flavored with herbs such as mint or anise.
Due to the lack of early record keeping, the amounts of whiskey produced or the number of distilleries in
unknown and it was not until 1405 when it was written that the head of a clan had died after “taking a surfeit of
aqua vitae” at Christmas. It is worth noting that the first mention of whiskey in Scotland did not occur till 1494.
Fast forward to 1608 when King James the First granted a license to Sir Thomas Phillips, a landowner in
Bushmills, County Antrim. With this license Bushmills claims to be the oldest distillery in the world a claim that
is disputed by the Kilbeggan Distillery founded in Kilbeggan, County Westmeath. In 1661 a tax was placed on
whiskey production in Britain and Ireland which had effect of driving some distilleries out of business and others
going underground thus introducing the difference between licit and illicit whiskey distillation. Another byproduct was the rise in popularity of Poitin, a Gaelic term meaning “small pot”.
In the 18th century, demand grew causing many distilleries to sacrifice quality over quantity this, in turn, caused
parliament to pass an Act in 1759 prohibiting distillers to use only malt, grain, potatoes or sugar in its production
of whiskey. Things went along well for twenty years until in 1779 another Act of Parliament was passed
changing the way whiskey was taxed. Prior to 1779 distilleries were taxed on the amount of whiskey they
actually said they produced, due to the possibility of “fudging these figures” the 1779 Act changed the taxation
to the amount a distillery could produce as determined by the size of its still. This Act had the effect of reducing
the number of registered distilleries from 1228 in 1779 to 246 in 1790 and to just 32 in 1821. Needless to say,
the number of illicit stills increased exponentially to the fact that there were estimated to be over 800 illicit stills
operating in just two counties, Inishowen and County Donegal.
In 1823, the authorities realized the errors of their ways, cut the duty paid on whiskey in half and implemented
legislation to make legal distilling more attractive. As a result of the changes, the number of legal distilleries
rose to 93 by 1835. The demand for whiskey in Ireland declined somewhat during the mid 1800’s due to a
number of factors including the raise of the Temperance movement and the effects of The Great Famine,
however whiskey production increased four fold during this period due mainly to the market created by the rise
of The British Empire. Irish Whiskey became the most popular spirit in the world.
Alas, this was the high point of Irish Whiskey production. What followed was a century of decline which led to
all the great distilleries of Dublin shutting their doors and that by the late 20th century there were only two
examples of Pot Still whiskey bottled in Ireland, Green Spot and Redbreast. This period also saw the rise in
popularity of Scotch, then only produced in small amounts and almost unheard of outside Scotland.

The rise of Scotch and the fall of Irish Whiskey can be attributed to many causes, but the prime cause would be
the invention of the Coffey Still which was patented in 1832. Prior to this date whiskey was produced in pot
stills, where by, the size of the still determined how much whiskey could be made in a single operation. The
Coffey Still was a means of producing whiskey at a continuous rate which offered a great improvement over the
traditional pot still and a cheaper product. Irish distillers did not take kindly to this new method claiming it
made an inferior product. Although, some Coffey Stills were put into production, the main distillers stuck with
the old methods. In the face of this opposition, Coffey offered his design to English Gin manufacturers and
Scottish whisky distillers, and the rest, as they say, is history. This being said, there were other factors which did
not help the Irish whiskey industry, The Irish War of Independence and subsequent trade war with England cut
off the whiskey exports to all Commonwealth countries which was then Irelands biggest market also prohibition
in the USA took away Irelands second biggest market. Taken together these factors hampered exports and
forced many distillers out of business and by the early 20th century Scotland had surpassed Ireland to become
the world’s largest producer of Whisky.
In 1887 there were 28 distilleries in operation, by 1960 there was only a handful left in operation and in 1966
three of these (Powers, Jameson and Cork Distilleries) merged to form Irish Distillers. By the mid 1970’s there
was only two whiskey distillers in operation in Ireland, the New Midleton Distillery and the Old Bushmills
Distillery, both owned by Irish Distillers.
Fast forward to 2010 and the total had risen to four, with the establishment of the Cooley Distillery and the
reopening of the Kilbeggan Distillery, which had closed in 1954. By June 2019 this number had risen to twentyfive with several more in the planning stages.
Irish whiskey is on the up and up again, and it is up to us all to ensure its continued rise and resurrection.

Many thanks to the internet for the information enabling me to put this together.

What’s In A Name – Kroner

Instead of the normally featured Irish names, this issue we visit Europe, mainly because I am running out of Irish
names. So with Debbie and Jim in mind, please read on.
This German, Spanish, English and Italian surname was originally derived from the Old Italian word CORONA
(meaning crown), and rendered in medieval documents in the Latin form CORONA (garland). It was perhaps a
house name for someone who lived in a house with this sign or a nickname for someone who had a tonsure in
fulfilment of a religious vow. The name has many variant spellings which include KRONENBERG, KRONEBERGER,
CORONOS, CORONADO, COURONNE, KRONE and KROON. Surnames derived from placenames are divided into
two broad categories; topographic names and habitation names. Topographic names are derived from general
descriptive references to someone who lived near a physical feature such as an oak tree, a hill, a stream or a
church. Habitation names are derived from pre-existing names denoting towns, villages and farmsteads. Other
classes of local names include those derived from the names of rivers, individual houses with signs on them,
regions and whole countries. In the Middle Ages heraldry came into use as a practical matter. It originated in the
devices used to distinguish the armoured warriors in tournament and war, and was also placed on seals as
marks of identity. As far as records show, true heraldry began in the middle of the 12th century, and appeared
almost simultaneously in several countries of Western Europe. The first hereditary surnames on German soil are
found in the second half of the 12th century, slightly later than in England and France. However, it was not until
the 16th century that they became stabilized. The practice of adopting hereditary surnames began in the
southern areas of Germany, and gradually spread northwards during the Middle Ages. Because of the close
relationship between the English and German languages, some Germans are able to transform their names to
the English form just by dropping a single letter. Many Germans have re-spelt their names in America. After the
start of the first World War, Germans in great numbers Anglicized their names in an effort to remove all doubt
as to their patriotism. Afterwards some changed back, and then during World War II the problem became acute
once more, and the changing started all over again, although not with as much intensity. Many immigrants from
Germany settled in Pennsylvania.

Birthdays
Cilla Skrade
Shawn Hicks
Rick Pervisky
Mark Dennis
Ron McGinley
David Chase
Donna Birnbaum
Kristina Kuhn
Erin Rice
Breanne Little

5-Jul
7-Jul
7-Jul
7-Jul
8-Jul
12-Jul
12-Jul
17-Jul
24-Jul
26-Jul

Donna Finn
Sue Crothers
Pat Fahey
Jim Crothers
Michelle Sheehan
Pat Stephens
Jeannine Nolan
Jim Tracy
Kathy Kujak

Tracy Mullaney
Siobhan Burns
Gerard O'Flaherty
Linda Smith
Kim Nimmo
Jeff Skrade
Stephanie Hicks
Tom Nolan
Sally Sullivan
Jackie Sagaer

3-Sep
5-Sep
10-Sep
12-Sep
13-Sep
16-Sep
23-Sep
25-Sep
27-Sep

irishroz_2000@yahoo.com

4-Aug
8-Aug
8-Aug
8-Aug
9-Aug
12-Aug
14-Aug
19-Aug
20-Aug
27-Aug

Announcements
It is with deep regret that we note the passing of Dick Fitzpatrick, father of our member Debbie Kroner. Dick
passed away on the evening of May 8 at the Bethany St.Joseph Care Center.

Richard “Dick” Fitzpatrick 1930 - 2020

Up-Coming Events
Due to the current restrictions, any information concerning meetings, event, etc. will be
sent out to club members via e-mail.

Welcome New Members
The Board Members of the Greater La Crosse Area Shamrock Club would like to welcome the following new and
returning members:
Jennifer & Sean Bailey
We encourage you to attend our meetings, become involved and above all have fun.
If you would like to celebrate an event with us please send an e-mail to laxblarney@gmail.com

A “Blast From The Past - 1995”

Current Board Members
President – Bill O’Driscoll
Vice President – Char Barton
Secretary – Debbie McGrury
Treasureer – Liz Oelke
Parliamentarian – Luke Seielstad
Sargent At Arms – Kathleen Ryan
Membership Chair – Linda Pfaff
Past President – Patrick Mullaney
One Year Trustee – Stephanie O’Driscoll
One Year Trustee – Finnian Cullen
Two Year Trustee – Jess Bumgarner
Two Year Trustee – Ann Nolan
Three Year Trustee – Lyne West

In an effort to keep The Blarney topical and entertaining, I would greatly appreciate some
feedback as to what you, our members and readers, would like to see more of, less of or
suggestions for new items in upcoming editions. Please e-mail your suggestions or comments to
laxblarney@gmail.com
Thank You

The Board of The Greater La Crosse Area Shamrock Club would encourage our members to frequent
the establishments below, each of which has contributed in some way towards club activities.
Thank You.

Shamrock Club of La Crosse

